
Date:	
  June	
  26,	
  2014	
  	
  
Contact:	
  April	
  Fix	
  	
  
Phone:	
  814-­‐422-­‐0251	
  (PCO	
  office)	
  
Email:	
  april@paorganic.org	
  
Or	
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Phone:	
  814-­‐422-­‐0251	
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  office),	
  814-­‐470-­‐0308	
  (cell)	
  
Email:	
  Rebecca@paorganic.org	
  
	
  
-­‐FOR	
  IMMEDIATE	
  RELEASE-­‐	
  

3rd	
  Annual	
  Pennsylvania	
  Organic	
  FarmFest,	
  August	
  1-­‐2	
  
Celebrate	
  local	
  food	
  and	
  organic	
  farming	
  with	
  a	
  free	
  community	
  event	
  in	
  a	
  beautiful	
  

outdoor	
  setting	
  
	
  
The	
  one	
  and	
  only	
  event	
  of	
  its	
  kind,	
  Pennsylvania	
  Organic	
  FarmFest	
  has	
  it	
  all!	
  Two	
  
all-­‐day	
  educational	
  tracks,	
  a	
  phenomenal	
  field	
  day	
  on	
  organic	
  grain	
  production,	
  
organic	
  and	
  local	
  food,	
  inspirational	
  speakers,	
  Family	
  Arena	
  for	
  kids,	
  and	
  fascinating	
  
exhibits	
  in	
  a	
  beautiful	
  outdoor	
  setting	
  complete	
  with	
  camping	
  sites	
  and	
  tents.	
  Best	
  of	
  
all,	
  this	
  amazing	
  event	
  raises	
  funds	
  for	
  organic	
  farming	
  education	
  and	
  certification.	
  
Did	
  we	
  mention	
  free	
  admission?	
  Plan	
  your	
  summer	
  around	
  PCO’s	
  signature	
  
educational	
  event	
  on	
  August	
  1,	
  noon-­‐10:30pm	
  and	
  August	
  2,	
  9:30am-­‐10:30pm	
  at	
  the	
  
Centre	
  County	
  Grange	
  Fairgrounds	
  in	
  Centre	
  Hall,	
  PA.	
  
	
  
"Pennsylvania	
  Organic	
  FarmFest	
  celebrates	
  our	
  state's	
  rich	
  organic	
  heritage,	
  which	
  
began	
  more	
  then	
  75	
  years	
  ago	
  when	
  J.I.	
  Rodale	
  first	
  used	
  the	
  term	
  ‘organic’	
  to	
  
describe	
  natural	
  alternatives	
  to	
  chemical	
  farming,"	
  says	
  Leslie	
  Zuck,	
  Executive	
  
Director	
  of	
  Pennsylvania	
  Certified	
  Organic.	
  "Pennsylvania	
  now	
  ranks	
  in	
  the	
  top	
  ten	
  
in	
  organic	
  production	
  thanks	
  to	
  generations	
  of	
  family	
  farmers	
  dedicated	
  to	
  
producing	
  healthy,	
  delicious	
  food	
  for	
  their	
  families	
  and	
  communities."	
  
	
  
Learn!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Don’t	
  miss	
  the	
  keynote	
  presentation	
  by	
  Mary-­‐Howell	
  and	
  Klaas	
  Martens,	
  certified	
  
organic	
  grain	
  farmers	
  and	
  owners	
  of	
  Lakeview	
  Organic	
  Grain	
  in	
  Penn	
  Yan,	
  New	
  
York.	
  	
  Mary-­‐Howell	
  and	
  Klaas	
  always	
  draw	
  a	
  crowd	
  with	
  their	
  engaging	
  stories	
  and	
  
insightful	
  thoughts	
  on	
  production	
  practices	
  and	
  health	
  benefits	
  of	
  heirloom	
  and	
  
artisan	
  grains.	
  	
  
	
  
Attend	
  educational	
  workshops	
  presented	
  by	
  the	
  National	
  Center	
  for	
  Appropriate	
  
Technology	
  and	
  Spring	
  Creek	
  Homesteading,	
  to	
  learn	
  innovative	
  ideas	
  from	
  
backyard	
  chickens	
  to	
  greenhouses,	
  and	
  from	
  soil	
  health	
  to	
  market	
  farming.	
  Visit	
  the	
  
brand	
  new	
  Wool	
  Village	
  to	
  browse	
  fiber	
  arts	
  vendors	
  and	
  learn	
  about	
  fiber	
  farming,	
  
from	
  “sheep	
  to	
  shawl”.	
  	
  Watch	
  demonstrations,	
  like	
  horseshoeing	
  and	
  sheep	
  
shearing,	
  and	
  discover	
  the	
  joy	
  of	
  creating	
  livable,	
  people-­‐focused	
  landscapes.	
  	
  Talk	
  
to	
  farmers	
  and	
  see	
  live	
  animals.	
  	
  
	
  



Eat	
  Well!	
  	
  
	
  
Stop	
  by	
  the	
  Organic	
  Food	
  Court	
  and	
  the	
  free	
  Sampling	
  Barn,	
  where	
  local	
  farmers	
  and	
  
vendors	
  offer	
  wholesome	
  food	
  items	
  for	
  sale	
  or	
  to	
  taste.	
  Learn	
  a	
  new	
  recipe	
  or	
  
discover	
  new	
  additions	
  to	
  your	
  culinary	
  cupboard!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Celebrate	
  Family!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Bring	
  the	
  whole	
  gang	
  to	
  this	
  free	
  festival	
  and	
  let	
  the	
  kids	
  explore	
  the	
  Family	
  Arena	
  
featuring	
  Kids’	
  Fun	
  &	
  Learning	
  Stations!	
  Milk	
  a	
  (wooden)	
  cow,	
  dance	
  to	
  innovative	
  
young	
  musicians,	
  get	
  colorful	
  with	
  fun	
  and	
  attractive	
  face	
  painting!	
  The	
  Book	
  Nook	
  
offers	
  a	
  relaxing	
  place	
  for	
  adults	
  and	
  kids	
  to	
  hang	
  out,	
  drink	
  organic	
  coffee,	
  browse	
  
books	
  for	
  sale	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  guest	
  authors’	
  presentations.	
  There’s	
  much	
  to	
  do	
  and	
  
learn	
  at	
  this	
  year’s	
  FarmFest.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
“What	
  I	
  like	
  best	
  about	
  FarmFest	
  is	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  very	
  family	
  friendly,”	
  says	
  Andrew	
  
Batdorf,	
  PCO	
  Advisory	
  Board	
  President	
  and	
  Certified	
  Organic	
  Dairy	
  Farmer.	
  “It	
  is	
  
very	
  rare	
  to	
  find	
  a	
  free	
  event	
  with	
  a	
  good	
  safe	
  environment	
  where	
  there	
  is	
  so	
  much	
  
for	
  both	
  adults	
  and	
  kids	
  to	
  do!”	
  	
  
	
  
Explore!	
  
	
  
The	
  Homemade	
  &	
  Homegrown	
  Market	
  is	
  a	
  farm,	
  food,	
  and	
  craft	
  market	
  full	
  of	
  
vendors	
  selling	
  organic	
  and	
  handmade	
  items.	
  	
  Support	
  local	
  farms	
  and	
  businesses	
  
and	
  discover	
  once	
  again	
  the	
  rich	
  cultural	
  heritage	
  and	
  resources	
  of	
  Pennsylvania!	
  	
  
Admire	
  the	
  Farmland	
  Preservation	
  Artists	
  of	
  Central	
  Pennsylvania’s	
  original	
  farm-­‐
themed	
  artwork,	
  and	
  peruse	
  the	
  array	
  of	
  unique	
  items	
  at	
  the	
  Silent	
  Auction,	
  while	
  
supporting	
  the	
  farming	
  community.	
  	
  FarmFest	
  is	
  a	
  dog-­‐friendly	
  event!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Get	
  outside!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Participate	
  in	
  the	
  FarmFest	
  5K	
  and	
  1	
  Mile	
  Fun	
  Walk	
  on	
  Saturday	
  morning.	
  	
  Visit	
  the	
  
Natural	
  Health	
  Symposium	
  and	
  Outdoor	
  Symposium	
  and	
  get	
  new	
  ideas	
  on	
  healthy	
  
living	
  and	
  open-­‐air	
  adventures.	
  Register	
  for	
  a	
  campsite	
  or	
  reserve	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  coveted	
  
Grange	
  Fair	
  tents!	
  The	
  fairgrounds	
  are	
  big	
  so	
  don’t	
  forget	
  to	
  bring	
  your	
  bike	
  and	
  
your	
  water	
  bottle.	
  Ride	
  around	
  the	
  grounds	
  in	
  the	
  ever-­‐popular	
  bike	
  taxis.	
  	
  
	
  
Listen	
  &	
  play!	
  	
  	
  
	
  
What’s	
  an	
  outdoor	
  festival	
  without	
  music?	
  Enjoy	
  local	
  bands	
  and	
  performances	
  on	
  
three	
  stages,	
  including	
  a	
  Barn	
  Dance	
  on	
  Friday	
  night,	
  featuring	
  Erin	
  Condo	
  &	
  the	
  
Hoofties.	
  Celebrate	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  women	
  in	
  farming	
  at	
  the	
  Woman	
  Farmer	
  Day	
  
Celebration	
  on	
  Friday.	
  Or	
  sit	
  under	
  the	
  oaks	
  and	
  listen	
  to	
  musician	
  jam	
  sessions.	
  
Bring	
  your	
  instrument	
  and	
  join	
  the	
  fun!	
  	
  
	
  



The	
  3rd	
  Annual	
  Pennsylvania	
  FarmFest	
  has	
  so	
  much	
  to	
  offer	
  every	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  
family.	
  Come	
  celebrate	
  good	
  food	
  and	
  our	
  farming	
  heritage	
  and	
  support	
  “local!”	
  	
  
Visit	
  farmfest.paorganic.org	
  for	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  camping,	
  the	
  FarmFest	
  5K,	
  
educational	
  programs	
  and	
  sponsor	
  opportunities.	
  	
  Opportunities	
  are	
  still	
  available	
  
for	
  sponsorships,	
  Exhibit	
  Hall,	
  Food	
  Court,	
  Wool	
  Village,	
  Sampling	
  Barn,	
  Health	
  and	
  
Outdoor	
  Symposiums,	
  and	
  Homemade	
  and	
  Homegrown	
  Market.	
  For	
  more	
  on	
  these	
  
opportunities	
  contact	
  Rebecca	
  Robertson	
  at	
  rebecca@paorganic.org	
  or	
  814-­‐422-­‐
0251	
  or	
  814-­‐470-­‐0308.	
  	
  See	
  you	
  at	
  FarmFest!	
  
	
  
Major	
  sponsors	
  of	
  FarmFest	
  include:	
  Wegmans	
  Organic,	
  Organic	
  Valley	
  Cooperative,	
  
Murray’s	
  Chickens,	
  EcoVents,	
  PA	
  Women	
  in	
  Agriculture	
  Network,	
  Pennsylvania	
  
Association	
  for	
  Sustainable	
  Agriculture,	
  Perdue	
  AgriBusiness,	
  Bell	
  &	
  Evans,	
  Agri-­‐
Dynamics,	
  Nature’s	
  Pantry,	
  The	
  Fertrell	
  Company,	
  Mom’s	
  Organic	
  Market,	
  Nature’s	
  
Best	
  Organic	
  Feeds,	
  Trickling	
  Springs	
  Creamery,	
  Horizon	
  Organic,	
  Lady	
  Moon	
  Farms,	
  
Steam	
  Valley	
  Fiber	
  Farm	
  and	
  Pete	
  &	
  Gerry’s	
  Organics,	
  LLC.	
  All	
  sponsors	
  are	
  listed	
  at	
  
farmfest.paorganic.org.	
  
	
  
Pennsylvania	
  Certified	
  Organic	
  (PCO)	
  is	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization	
  that	
  educates	
  and	
  certifies	
  
organic	
  growers	
  and	
  handlers	
  in	
  Pennsylvania	
  and	
  the	
  surrounding	
  region.	
  PCO	
  certifies	
  more	
  
than	
  700	
  farming	
  and	
  food	
  production	
  operations,	
  including	
  produce,	
  field	
  crops,	
  herbs,	
  wild	
  
crops,	
  dairy	
  products,	
  poultry	
  products,	
  value-­‐	
  added	
  products,	
  livestock,	
  mushrooms,	
  maple,	
  
snack	
  foods,	
  coffee,	
  tea,	
  cosmetics,	
  and	
  more.	
  To	
  learn	
  more	
  about	
  PCO	
  or	
  to	
  apply	
  for	
  organic	
  
certification,	
  call	
  814-­‐422-­‐0251	
  or	
  visit	
  our	
  website	
  at	
  www.paorganic.org.	
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